■ Laurence H. Silberman, a 
Wall Street lawyer and 
former Justice Department of- 
ficial, contends there are too 
many lawyers and they’re a 
threat to the nation's political 
and economic systems. Writ- 
ing in the American Enter- 
prise Institute’s Journal on 
Government and Society, 
Silberman says the growing 
number of lawyers has in- 
creased litigiousness — im- 
peding business efficiency, 
clogging the courts, and cir- 
cumventing the legislative 
process. He thinks the solu- 
tion is tougher bar exams to 
trim the number of prac- 
titioners and tighter lawyer 
advertising rules. 

■ A.B.A. President-elect S. 
Shepherd Tate says that “if 
lawyers cannot expect to be 
loved, we can hope to be re- 
spected.” Tate told the Cin- 
cinnati Rotary Club that law- 
yers can earn public respect 
by following the Code of Pro- 
fessional Responsibility, 
supporting discipline, being 
decent to clients, and acting 
in the public interest. 

■ Emphasizing he couldn’t 
“encourage an act — the tak- 
ing of human life — that I be- 
lieve to be fundamentally 
wrong,” New York Gov. 
Hugh Carey vetoed a death 
penalty bill. One election- 
year critic charged that Carey 



“denied New Yorkers the 
means they have asked for to 
protect themselves against 
savagery and terror.” 

■ A.B.A. President Wm. B. 
Spann, Jr., told the West Vir~- 
ginia Bar Association i'n= 
Wheeling the ban on cameras® 
at -the appellate court leveb 


People 


should be lifted but the pro- 
hibition against televised 
coverage of trial court pro- 
ceedings should be retained 
until studies can be made of 
its effects. f 

■ The number of Americas 
Indian lawyers has increaseti 
greatly over the last decade] 
but it is still nowhere neatf 
the demands, says Sam Del 

' loria, director of the Ameri- 
can Indian Law Center in Alj 
buquerque. He told the 
tional convention of thej 
American Indian Law Stu- 
dents Association in Denver] | 
that there are now 400 Indian] 
lawyers, compared with 20l 
in 1967. But he said thatf 
2,000 are needed to handlq 
the increasingly comple: 
legal affairs of the country’ 
one million Indians. 

■ Pensacola, Florida, lawye^ 
Lefferts L. Mabie wo 
$35,000 award in a civil 
against a county sheriff 
other defendants on ground 
of police brutality agains : 
him, but he is donating, th 
money to a police charity 
Mabie. a former county judgf , 
explains -that the suit w as no 
brought; for-money but to 4- 
ft pmn nstratp “hmta I an H ex- 
cessive useohforceT;. and -a 
musMaf^Tshmnhfiffahvesti- 
gation”-of his complaint. 

■ : Is the Insurance industry’s 
exemption from ^antitrust 
laws under the McCarran- 
Ferguson Act on the way out? 
Chairman Michael Pertschuk 
admits the Federal Trade 
Commission. Js looking for 
areas_-imwhich-the__exemp- 
tions -hnay-not.be justified. ” 
But! he5fold the -National As- 
sociation .of .Insurance Com- 


missioners in ^Richmond., 
that, “unlike the Justice De- 
partment,” the F.T.C. has not 
taken a position in favor of 
McCarran-Fergi 


A committee of 17 clergy- 
men, many of them associ- 
ates of Martin Luther King7 
Jr., want a new trial for James 
Earl Ray, the man convicted 
of killing King in Memphis 
ten years ago. Ray has re- 
canted his confession, charg- 
ing that he is the victim of a 
conspiracy. The clergymen 
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also want the release from a 
mental hospital of a woiian 
witness to the assassination 
and a study of the relation- 
ship of Memphis police and 
the Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation to the killing.' 

■* proftissin — Patrick - 

Keenan of. the University of 
Detroit says federal money is 
being used to maintain juve- 
nile offenders in “hellholes” 
in which they are subjected 
to physical abuse, solitary 
confinement, and drugs. To 
end abuses, said Keenan at 
Washington, D.C., hearings 
organized by Children’s Ex- 
press, a publication put out 
mostly by children, reform- 
ers must trace the funding to 
its source and either control 
it or threaten to cut it off. . 


■ Should deaf persons be 
excused from jury duty' 
Theresa Eckstein, who h 
deaf, doesn’t think so. The 
29-ytfar-old Little Rock 
woman has filed suit against 
the state and a circuit court 
judge, charging that her con- 
stitutional rights were vio- 
lated by Judge William J. 
Kirby, who found she would 
need an interpreter in order 
to serve and therefore e; 
cused her. 

■ Hell hath no fury like 
client spurned. Philadelphia 
lawyer Gary Rose was held 

lostage by a man with a rifle 
than five hours be- 
gunman sun-en- 
ured. According to police, 
luspect Leon Rodgers was 
Jpset because Rose’s firm re- 
vised to handle his civil suit 
Attorney General Griffin 
Bell indicates he will re- 
sign before the 1980 presi- 
dential election year in order 
quell charges that the Jus- 
;e Department is being 
‘politicized” to benefit his 
ttiend Jimmy Carter. “People 
knight think that I was en- 
gaged in politics,” says Bell 
in explaining that his rela- 
tionship with Carter could 
reflect on the Justice Depart- 

1978 is an important year 
Jfor him as a baseball owner, 
(Bill Veeck told the Legal 
Club of Chicago. His Chicago 
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White Sox must vindicate the 
fan support they received in 
1977, he explained. “I’d sink 
to any depths to win — even 
sportsmanship,” he added. 
“You know, sportsmanship 
is a lot cheaper thaiTgood 
ballplayers-”— —- . — 
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